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SCHOOL SEGREGATION BANNED
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Brown v. Board of Education

Background of the Case
In Topeka, Kansas n he 1950s, schools were segregated by race. Each day, Linda
Brown an her siser, Terry Lynn, had to wak through a dangerous raioad switchyard
o et o the bus stop for e nde to their all-biack elementary school. There was a
school doser o the Brown's house, but t was only for white Students.

Topeka was notthe only town to experience seqregation. Segregation n schools and
Other pubic places was common throughout the South and elsewhere. Ths segregation
based on race was legal because of a fandmark Supreme Cour case calied Plessy V.
Ferguson, which was decided in 1896, In that case, the Court said that a3 long 22
seoregated faciifies were equal n qualty segregation dd not vidate the Consttution

Constitutional Question
Fowever, the Brow's Gsagreed. Linda Brown and her family believed that the
segregated schoolsystem dd vilate the Constiuion.In particulr,they believed that
the systom vioated the Fourizenth Amendment guarantesing that people wil be
treated equally under the law.

No State shall..._deny to any person withi it ursdiction te equal profection of the
laws."—Fourteenth Amendment

The Outcome
The National Association fo the Advancement of Colored Peaple (NAACE) helped the
Browns. Thurgood Marshall was the attomey who argued the cass for the Browns. He
‘wouldlter become a Supreme Courtjustce

The case was st heard ina federaldisict court the lowest court nthe federal
system The federaldistict court decided tha segregation in public educaton was
e to black chicren. However, the court said that the all back schools were equal
1o the alluhite schools becauss the buldings, ranspartaton, cuicula, and educational
Qualifcations of the teachers were simiar, herefore the segregalion was lega.
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“The Browns, however, befived that even f th faciies were simiar, seqregated
‘schools could never be equal to one ancther. They appealed ther case o the Supreme.
‘Court o the United States. The uling i the Brown v. Board of Education case carme in
1954,

“The Supreme Court unarimously rled i a verdict againstthe cause ‘separate but
‘equaF and overtumed the Piessy \ Ferguson uing. The decision was based on the
courts belie hat"_segregation had no vaiid purpose and was imposed o give backs:
2 lowerstatus._* The ruling was a momentous one as he highest cout i the land
‘Gediared the poicy “separate but equal unconstitional n the nation's schools. This
wasjust th frstvitoryin the long batte for equalty and ntegration i the Urited
States.

Questions to Consider:

1. What does it mean t have ssgregated schools?





